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Mister Coney Island, Brooklyn, 2013 © William Klein / courtesy Polka Galerie

Sixty years after “Life is Good and Good for You in New York”, his first book and one of the most important in the 
history of photography, William Klein takes on a new challenge : shoot Brooklyn in digital. This technique becomes a 
way for the master of the æsthetic of chaos to refresh his approach to the New York borough. 

“No rules, no limits, no holding back.” Such is his motto. What is important is to capture the exuberance and impertinence 
of life. For many weeks, the artist wandered the streets, worked days and nights, shot from the window of his car and 
roved the beaches of Coney Island and Brighton. With these images, William Klein creates a kaleidoscope of Brooklyn. 
For him, the Attorney General opens the door of police stations and courthouses ; Hasidic Jews and Latinos dance in 
front of his lens ; Pakistani, Russian and Mexican storefronts flaunt their colors. His camera records everything frontally, 
often slightly from below. Nobody assaults him. The opposite happens : William Klein is recognized and saluted by his 
fans. 

To celebrate this first foray into digital photography, the walls of Polka Galerie will be entirely covered with images. 
“Brooklyn + William Klein” will be one single prodigious piece : a visual mural.

A DIGITAL SHOW CREATED BY THE PHOTOGRAPHER

Exceptional happening with William Klein : (coming soon) 
A selection of images will be printed  under the supervision of William Klein in front of all the participants.

Press contact : Emeric Descroix / edescroix@polkagalerie.com / + 33 7 85 54 25 36

This work was commissioned by Sony exclusively for the Global Imaging Ambassadors programme, a new Sony 
initiative uniting some of the best photographers around the world.  
William Klein is amongst the first "Master" photographers to join the programme, produced in collaboration with 
the World Photography Organisation. 
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BIOGRAPHY

William Klein discovered Europe while doing his military service (1948-1951). He then signed up 
for classes at La Sorbonne, and later studied painting under Fernand Léger. His interest for photo-
graphy began in 1951 while he was working on an architectural project in Italy to create murals on 
moveable panels. In 1954, he met Alexander Liberman, then artistic director of Vogue, with whom 
he started collaborating regularly. His first book, Life is Good and Good for You in New York: Trance 
Witness Revels, came out in 1956. It was awarded the Nadar prize the following year, which promp-
ted  Federico Fellini to ask William Klein to become his assistant.

The end of the fifties and the following decade were prolific for Klein. The multidisciplinary artist re-
leased several books – Rome, Moscow, Tokyo – as well as movies – Cassius the Great, Who Are You, 
Polly Maggoo? – and television shorts such as Au grands magasins. For a while, he put photography 
aside to focus solely on directing long features including Far from Vietnam (1967), Mr.  Freedom 
(1969), Muhammad Ali, the Greatest (1974), and Le couple témoin (1976). The late eighties marked 
his return to photography. He published several books - Close Up (1989), Torino’ 90 (1990), In & Out 
of Fashion (1994) - yet still continuing to produce movies. Since, his  production has barely slowed 
and his work has been shown in museums across the world. In 2005, the Centre Pompidou in Paris 
debuted a major retrospective of his work and co-published with Marval the book Retrospective.

In many of his latest projects, Klein revisited some of his famous photographs and interacted with 
his works by applying paint on blown-up contact sheets in strokes reminiscent of the marks made 
by photographers when editing.

Throughout his career, William Klein has received many distinctions: Prix Nadar (1957), Prix Jean 
Vigo (1967), the Hasselblad Award (1990), the rank of Commandeur des Arts et des Lettres de 
France (1991), Grand Prix National de France (1999), and The Royal Photographic Society’s Cente-
nary Medal and Honorary Fellowship (1999), as well as the Grand Prize at the 2004 Moscow Bien-
nale and the American Art Institute Grand Prize in 2008.

William Klein is currently exhibited at FOAM Amsterdam until the end of March 2014.
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PRESS IMAGES

Only two images can be used. Their size cannot be more than half a page. For any other use or for any other 
images request, please contact directly our press department. These authorizations are only valid for promoting
the exhibition “Brooklyn + William Klein“, that will take place at Polka Galerie from March 22nd to May 24th, 
2014.
These images can be used six months prior to the opening of the exhibition and until the end of the exhibition.
The titles for the press pictures do not have to be mentioned. 
However, the copyright, as it appears below the images, is mandatory.

Please send a copy of your publication to:
Polka Galerie, Cour de Venise - 12 rue Saint-Gilles, 75 003 Paris
(Press contact : Emeric Descroix / edescroix@polkagalerie.com / + 33 1 76 21 41 32 / + 33 7 85 54 25 36)

Jamaican Parade, Brooklyn, 2013
© William Klein / Polka Galerie

Graffiti in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 2013
© William Klein / Polka Galerie

Coney Island Beach, Brooklyn, 2013
© William Klein / Polka Galerie

Mister Coney Island, Brooklyn, 2013
© William Klein / Polka Galerie

Luna Park, Brooklyn, 2013
© William Klein / Polka Galerie


